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‘Conserving nature for a sustainable future through long-term partnerships and financing’.



CO-FINANCING

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

% of Co-financing in Protected Areas grants agreed

% of Co-financing in Environmental Actors grants agreed

2017

Environmental Actors
Co-financing minimum

Protected Area
Co-financing minimum

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023 2024 2025

STORIES FROM THE FIELD

Climate change

With higher temperatures and increasing risks of wildfire, collaboration between Protected Areas, NGOs,
local community, and other key stakeholders has been critical this year.

Why Albania Needs a Post-Fire Monitoring System: Lessons from the 2025 Wildfire Season

The summer of 2025 has once again placed Albania at the centre of a wildfire emergency. By the end of July, over
12,600 hectares of land had burned, and by mid-August, the total area scorched had reached 55,154 hectares (EFFIS
2025). Entire villages in Gramsh and Delviné were evacuated, fires threatened beloved protected areas such as the
‘Lura’ National Park, ‘Prespa’ National Park, ‘Syri i Kaltér’ Nature Park, and the ‘Llogara—Karaburun’ corridor.
Thousands of citizens have been affected. This comes on the heels of a devastating 2024 season, where nearly 46,500
hectares burned, the worst since 2012.

Wildfires are not new to Albania, but their frequency and intensity have grown alarmingly. This year's fires highlight a
structural challenge that goes beyond weather: unmanaged landscapes, shrinking rural populations, and limited fire
prevention measures have created a perfect storm. Climate extremes are the trigger, but abandoned stewardship is the
fuel.

From reaction to resilience

The fires of 2025 emphasise that Albania cannot rely solely on emergency response. A shift is needed toward prevention,
preparedness, and informed recovery. Postfire monitoring is a cornerstone of this approach. It allows managers to:

+ Map the ecological impacts of fires and prioritize restoration where it is most needed.

« Track biodiversity recovery and adapt management accordingly.

« Design evidence-based fire prevention strategies, such as reintroducing grazing or creating firebreaks in high-risk
areas.

« Strengthen Albania’s alignment with EU conservation standards and attract international support for nature-based
solutions.

The cost of inaction is high. Repeated fires can permanently convert forests into shrublands, reducing both biodiversity and
carbon storage. Erosion and sediment runoff degrade rivers and lagoons. Lost habitats mean lost opportunities for eco-
tourism and sustainable land use.

A call to act on lessons learned

Albania’s wildfire problem is not just about hotter summers. It is also about landscapes in transition and the urgent need to
manage them wisely. The ILIRIA project’s post-fire monitoring system is an important step toward resilience. By learning from
each fire season, Albania can protect its people, ecosystems, and cultural landscapes, ensuring that the devastating fire
seasons of 2024 and 2025 do not become the new normal. [Read the full article here]

Croplands (%) 10.5%
Forest (%) 4.8%
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https://www.pont.org/why-albania-needs-a-post-fire-monitoring-system-lessons-from-the-2025-wildfire-season/
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